1. Why do you suppose that Conner didn’t take his own bow?

Lesson: People shouldn’t hunt before they are ready.  It is harmful to the sport of hunting when someone hunts before they have the necessary skills and abilities.

2. What did Conner and his dad do right away when they got into the treestand?

Lesson: They put on their safety harnesses.  Safety should always be our first priority.  We should never get in too much of a hurry.  Nothing is worth risking your life over.  It’s not brave to hunt without a safety harness; it’s foolish.  We shouldn’t think that accidents only happen to other people.  Accidents can happen to anyone, including you and me.

3. Why do you think Conner’s dad wanted him to sit still?

Lesson: To be a good hunter you have to be able to sit still.  Deer have a much harder time seeing you if you don’t move.  Conner’s dad was trying to help him become a good hunter.

4. Why did Conner’s heart pound with excitement?

Lesson: Seeing a big buck for the first time is a thrill.  For some reason, it makes our hearts thump.  Your heart will do the same thing the first time you get a close-up look at a buck while hunting.

5. Why do you think Conner’s dad didn’t shoot the buck right away when he first saw it?

Lesson: The buck’s body was at the wrong angle.  Bowhunting requires a lot of patience and self-control.  If the deer is not broadside or quartering away (define these terms) you must not shoot.  Conner’s dad let the buck walk past him so he could get the best possible angle.  Responsible hunters are careful to make good shots so they don’t wound deer.

6. Why did Conner and his dad wait 30 minutes after the shot before tracking their buck?

Lesson: This gives the deer plenty of time to die.  If you go after the deer too soon you could “push” it, causing it to run a long distance.  This makes recovering the deer more difficult.  Most often, with a fatal shot, a deer will stay close if it is not pursued until at least 30 minutes after the shot.  Good hunters do every reasonable thing they can to make sure they recover their game, which includes being patient after the shot.

7. Why did Conner’s dad fix the fence?

Lesson: He was demonstrating his gratitude by his actions.  Mrs. Cole was kind enough to let Conner and his dad hunt.  It is important to be grateful for opportunities to hunt on private property.  That means treating the property with the same kind of care that you would give your own property.  We should never damage someone’s property in any way.  We should never litter.  In fact, we should try to leave the property in better condition than how we found it.  That’s what Conner and his dad did.  When hunters are thoughtful in this way it improves the image that people have of hunting.  We shouldn’t only behave this way when we are hunting.  Helping people out should be a way of life for us.

8. Why did Conner and his dad take the time to show their buck to Mrs. Cole?

Lesson: Hunters should try to establish good relationships with landowners.  This builds trust and recognizes that people are more important than hunting land.  We shouldn’t be in too much of a hurry to stop and talk to the landowner.

9. Do you think Conner and his dad took some venison steaks back to Mrs. Cole?

Lesson:  I’m sure they did.  That’s just another way of saying thanks.  Hunters should try to be generous with their meat, especially when it comes to sharing with the landowner.

